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C
ontact your State S

enators and
D

elegates to tell them
 you are concerned

about coal sludge im
poundm

ents. 

Join our call for an end to coal sludge
im

poundm
ents and coal sludge injection.

Learn m
ore about coal sludge 

im
poundm

ents: w
w

w
.sludgesafety.org.

E
ducate your fam

ily, neighbors and 
com

m
unity.

C
ontact S

S
P

to volunteer to help. C
ontact

304-522-0246 or info@
sludgesafety.org.

Y
ou CC

an HH
elp

Y
ou CC

an HH
elp

Tests revealed high levels of m
ercury in w

ater
seeping 

from
 

the 
bottom

 
of 

a 
coal 

sludge
im

poundm
ent in M

ingo C
ounty. The seeps flow

into R
ockhouse Fork, w

hich flow
s into Tug Fork,

w
hich 

flow
s 

into 
the 

O
hio. 

 
W

e 
all 

live 
dow

nstream
!

A
P
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O
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B
reaks in coal slurry im

poundm
ents can

threaten the lives and health of area 
residents, destroy hom

es and businesses
and 

contam
inate 

w
ater 

supplies. 
This

dangerous 
potential 

loom
s 

over 
coal 

m
ining 

regions 
in 

W
est 

V
irginia 

and
throughout A

ppalachia. 

--Senator R
obert C

. B
yrd. 

Join residents across W
est Virginia in 

w
orking to prevent coal sludge disasters.

P
hoto: O

ct. 2000 coal sludge im
poundm

ent disaster



M
ingo C

ounty law
suit alleges that a M

assey
E

nergy 
coal 

processing 
facility 

injected
sludge for at least eight years w

ithout a per-
m

it. S
ubpoenaed docum

ents show
 the com

-
pany w

as injecting as m
uch as 28 m

illion
gallons a m

onth of coal sludge underground. 
M

any area residents believe their w
ell

w
ater – and subsequently their health – has

been ruined by the injected slurry.  R
esidents

near other im
poundm

ents are also w
orried

about underground slurry injection.

Im
poundm

ents N
ot N

ecessary
C

oal sludge im
poundm

ents are not 
necessary. S

om
e coal com

panies are
using alternative, dry m

ethods to dis-
pose of coal w

aste.  W
hile slighty m

ore
expensive 

than 
sludge 

"ponds," 
the

extra 
cost 

is 
m

ore 
than 

w
orth 

it 
to ensure the safety of people living 
dow

nstream
.

Im
poundm

ents Still D
angerous

W
hile today’s im

poundm
ents aren’t likely

to suffer catastrophic failure of the dam
 face,

they are m
uch larger and m

ore num
erous.

C
itizens 

w
orry 

that 
im

poundm
ents 

w
ill

unleash a tidal w
ave of sludge onto dow

n-
stream

 com
m

unities, as happened in 2000
at K

entucky’s largest m
ountaintop rem

oval
operation. 

309 
m

illion 
gallons 

of 
lava-like 

black
sludge gushed out of the bottom

 of the
im

poundm
ent, burying gardens and yards –

at som
e points 15 feet deep, elsew

here up to
70 yards w

ide – and killing fish and other
aquatic life.  E

PA
officials called it the w

orst
environm

ental 
disaster 

ever 
in 

the
S

outheast. M
iraculously, no people died, but

75 m
iles of w

aterw
ays w

ere contam
inated.

R
esidents say the toxic sludge still lingers. 

A
cross 

the 
coalfields, 

“blackw
ater”

releases occur frequently, fouling stream
s

and ground-w
ater.  

A
lso, coal com

panies intentionally inject
sludge into abandoned underground m

ines
at hundreds of sites across the state.  

A

N
ear their m

ining operations, coal com
-

panies construct dam
s from

 m
ine refuse,

often at the heads of hollow
s. The dam

s hold
liquid w

aste – slurry or sludge – produced
after w

ashing and processing coal. S
olids

settle to the bottom
, w

hile w
ater at the top is

reused or discharged. 
S

ludge contains carcinogenic chem
icals

used to process coal. It also contains toxic
heavy m

etals that are present in coal, w
hich

are released w
hen m

ined and m
ixed w

ith
w

ater. These include m
ercury, lead, arsenic,

selenium
, chrom

ium
, cadm

ium
 and boron. 

W
est Virginians know

 that coal sludge
dam

s are very dangerous. In 1972, a coal
w

aste dam
 failed at B

uffalo C
reek, killing

125 people. 

W
hat aare ccoal ssludge

W
hat aare ccoal ssludge
impoundments?
impoundments?

A
M

assey E
nergy sludge im

poundm
ent above

M
arsh Fork E

lem
entary.

Project G
oals:

Im
prove safety for those living in

the shadow
s of sludge “ponds.”

S
hut dow

n the m
ost dangerous 

im
poundm

ents.
Im

prove w
ater quality for all 

W
est Virginians.

D
em

and alternative m
ethods of 

coal-w
aste disposal.

E
lim

inate coal sludge 
im

poundm
ents.

A
M

ingo C
o. resident displays his blackened tap

w
ater. H

e and his neighbors had clean w
ell w

ater
before the underground injection of sludge began.
W

ith so m
any neighbors sick, residents believe their

once-pure w
ater is now

 poisoning them
.

Im
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ent 

E
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entary SS
chool

C
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reparation PPlant


