
Let’s make a better West Virginia

Breaks in coal slurry impoundments can threaten the lives and health of
area residents, destroy homes and businesses and contaminate water 
supplies. This dangerous potential looms over coal mining regions in 
West Virginia and throughout Appalachia.  – Senator Robert C. Byrd
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Dear  _________________________________________

Like Senator Byrd, I am very concerned about the 
safety of the approximately 150 active and hundreds 
of abandoned toxic coal waste impoundments in West 
Virginia. (See the no. of impoundments in your district: 
www.coalimpoundment.org.)

Impoundments have tragically failed in the past 
(Buffalo Creek, 1972;  Martin County, Ky., 2000). 
Sludge injection and toxic spills are frequent. Please 
end this needless threat to my family’s well being. 
The National Research Council study of coal waste 
impoundments made several recommendations, which, 
if implemented, would help protect coalfield residents 
and our communities. Safer alternatives to coal sludge 
impoundments exist. For the children’s sake, please take 
the lead in creating legislation that will begin to reduce 
the dangers of coal sludge impoundments.
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